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THE LEWIS BEQUEST 

By the will of the late Miss Mary Lewis the Museum has come into pos- 
session of the entire collection of Japanese and Chinese cloisonne enamels 
gathered together by the late Dr. Francis W. Lewis, the result of judicious 
and intelligent collecting during many years of foreign travel. A few years 
ago Miss Lewis and her sister, Miss Sarah Lewis, since deceased, presented 
to the Museum an important part of their brother's collection of enamels, with 
other things, which, together 
with the remainder of the 
collection just received, and 
those pieces otherwise ac- 
quired by the Museum, forms \ 
one of the most important j 
collections of the kind in this 1 
country. 

The Lewis bequest con- 
tains forty-six examples, 
including numerous pieces of 
large size, dating from the fif- 
teenth century to a compara- 
tively recent period. They 
consist entirely of incrusted, 
or cell enamels, without any 
examples of champleve (im- 
bedded), or painted enamels. 
One of the finest pieces is 
a quadrangular vase, over 
twenty-two inches in height, 
supported by eight vertical 
dentated ribs of bronze. The 
entire exterior surface and 
interior of the mouth and 
throat are incrusted with I 
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cloisonne enamels, in which the predominating colors are lapis-lazuli blue, dark 
coral red, yellow, green and clouded white, on a medium blue ground. The 
decorative motives are conventional dragons and cloud scrolls, the metal ribs 
terminating in discs enameled with the yin yang, or divided circle symbol, in 
red and white. This vase belongs probably to the Ching T'ai period of the 
Ming dynasty (1450-1456 A. D.). It is mounted on a square teak-wood stand, 
with carved designs in harmony with the decoration of the vase. 

A deep dish, or plaque, fourteen and a half inches in diameter, is a beautiful 
example of early Chinese cloisonne, probably belonging to the late Ming period. 
The design includes two figures in the foreground, and a view of portions of 




CLOISONNE ENAMELS 
Bowl, Figure of Ram and Teapot 



two pagodas, through the windows of which several ladies may be seen in 
sitting and standing attitudes. The colors of the enamels are deep coral red, 
yellow, green, two shades of blue, mauve sparingly used, and white. There 
are also several other large pieces which may be attributed to the same period, 
and a square panel bearing on one side a figure landscape, and on the other 
the imperial phoenix, mounted in a handsomely carved teak-wood screen. 

The group of objects shown in the second illustration consists of a deep 
bowl with archaic figures of birds and flowers, a hexagonal teapot of graceful 
form and harmonious coloring, and a ram carrying a saki bottle embellished 
with discs decorated with the pa kua, or eight mystic trigrams of Fu-hi, in 
colored enamels. 
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The collection also includes a large urn with cover, of Russian enamel 
work, belonging probably to the eighteenth century. The most striking char- 
acteristic of Muscovite enamels is the employment of twisted wires instead of 
the plain cloisons used in other parts of Europe and in the Orient. The 
decoration of this urn, which measures twelve and three-quarters inches in 
height, consists of conventional flowers in yellow, dark and light blue, green 
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and white enamels. It is interesting to compare this crudely executed piece 
with the modern punch service, shown in a case in the central aisle, which was 
presented to Mr. Charles H. Cramp by the officers of the Russian battleship 
"Retvisan" on the completion of the building of that vessel at the Cramp 
ship-yards, Philadelphia. 

Included in the Lewis bequest are seven important panels of stained glass, 
principally Swiss, of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, which are now 
added to the large collection of similar examples previously presented 
(described in the Museum Bulletins of July and October, 1907) ; some fine 
examples of Chinese porcelain vases in enamel colors, imitating cloisonne work ; 
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a large brass church plaque, Norwegian, dated 1620, and two antique chests, 
one English, bearing the date of 1560, the other Italian, of the seventeenth 
century, carved in characteristic style, with caryatid figures at the corners. 

Many of the best things in the Museum were presented in past years by 
Dr. Lewis and his sisters, Miss Mary and Miss Sarah Lewis. These gifts 
include a valuable exhibit of Greco-Roman pottery; a large collection of 
European and Oriental pottery and porcelain; three rare antique cabinets of 
Italian, German and Spanish workmanship, and four cases of Oriental textile 
fabrics, bequeathed by their sister, Miss Elizabeth W. Lewis. 

The Lewis enamels have been installed in the East Gallery and are ready 
for inspection. The sum of $1000 was also left to the Museum by Miss Lewis 
for the purchase of exhibition cases. 
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The entire Museum collection of enamels, as now arranged, consists of 
two cases of Japanese cloisonnes, two cases of Chinese, and a case of Canton 
painted enamels. In addition to these the Bloomfield Moore collection contains 
four cases of enamels, European and Oriental. E. A. B. 
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A COFFRE-FORT OF THE EARLY XVIITH CENTURY 

An important addition to the collection of the Museum is the gift made 
by Mr. and Mrs. John Harrison of an old iron chest of the late sixteenth 
or early seventeenth century. This valuable piece is two feet long — outside 
measurement — twelve and a half inches wide and thirteen and a half inches 
deep. These measurements do not include the lid, which is twenty-five and 
a quarter inches long by fourteen and a half inches wide, and is supported when 
open by a heavy twisted iron support, which is fastened in the lid. The chest 
closes with a spring lock, the key to which is in the centre of the lid. 

The interior of the chest is provided at one end with a small strong box 
or special compartment one foot long by five and a half inches wide and five 
inches deep, which also closes with a spring lock. This has no key, but is 
worked with a bolt. On the front of the chest is a false-lock, with an ornate 
escutcheon, which has all the appearance of a lock, and on either side are hasps 
which hold the lid when closed and probably originally were fastened by means 
of padlocks. On both ends of the chest are heavy rings of twisted iron for 
lifting. 



